
 

 

Ely Valley EcIA - Accompanying Material 
 
EcIA report figures 
 

 
Figure 1. Proposal site boundary and field numbers  

 



 

 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Lesser Horseshoe Bat records obtained during transect surveys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Myotis sp. Bat records obtained during transect surveys.  
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Figure 4. Gnawed hazel nuts. 

 

Figure 5. Meadow Pipit territory map (S denotes singing individuals, D denotes distraction 
display, T denotes territorial behaviour, FF denotes carrying food, and H refers to the bird 
being in appropriate breeding habitat.) 
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Figure 6. Opportunistic butterfly observations map. 

Figure 7. Fungi observation map 
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EcIA report tables 
 

Table 4. All plant species identified within Acid Grassland and abundance codes. 

 
Table 5. All plant species identified within Transitional Grassland and abundance 
codes. 

 
 

Field no.
10

Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre R
Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus F
Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata F
Tormentil Potentilla erecta OLF
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris O
Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus O
Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg. R
Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana R
Common Bent Agrostis capillaris A
Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum A
Spring Sedge Carex caryophyllea R
Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata R
Sheep's-fescue Festuca ovina agg. RLA
Red Fescue Festuca rubra agg. OLA
Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus O
Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris A
Neat Feather-moss Pseudoscleropodium purum A
Springy Turf-moss Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus R

Common name Scientific name

Field no.
11

Yarrow Achillea millefolium R
Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis R
Common Mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum R
Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre R
Lesser Celandine Ficaria verna ssp. Fertilis R
Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata O
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris F
Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus R
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens O
Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa O
Curled Dock Rumex crispus R
White Clover Trifolium repens R
Common Bent Agrostis capillaris A
Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera R
Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum A
Crested Dog's-tail Cynosurus cristatus R
Red Fescue Festuca rubra agg. OLA
Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus A
Soft Rush Juncus effusus RLF
Perennial Ryegrass Lolium perenne R
Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris OLF
Neat Feather-moss Pseudoscleropodium purum O

Common name Scientific name
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Table 6. All plant species identified within the rush dominated areas and abundance 
codes. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R12 R1
Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis O O
Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre OLA
Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum F
Broad-leaved Willowherb Epilobium montanum R
Common Marsh-bedstraw Galium palustre R
Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus O
Water-purslane Lythrum portula OLA R
Tormentil Potentilla erecta R
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris A
Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula RLF R
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens A O
Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa RLF
Goat Willow Salix caprea R
Bog Stichwort Stellaria alsine O
Brooklime Veronica beccabunga O
Velvet Bent Agrostis canina A
Common Bent Agrostis capillaris A
Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum A
Brown Sedge Carex disticha R R
Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus A
Jointed Rush Juncus articulatus F A
Soft Rush Juncus effusus A
Rough-stalked Feather-moss Brachythecium rutabulum O

Common name Scientific name Parcel no.
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Table 7. All plant species identified within Semi-improved Grassland and abundance 
codes. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1,8,9 2,3,7, 4,5,6 11
Yarrow Achillea millefolium 0 R
Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis R R R R
Common Mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum R R R
Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense R
Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre R R R
Lesser Celandine Ficaria verna ssp. Fertilis R O R
Cat's-ear Hypochaeris radicata O
Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata OLF O
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris F F F F
Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus R R R R
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens O O RLA O
Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa O O O O
Curled Dock Rumex crispus R R R
Red Clover Trifolium pratense R
White Clover Trifolium repens R R O R
Common Bent Agrostis capillaris A A A A
Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera R R R
Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum A A A A
False Oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius R
Spring Sedge Carex caryophyllea R
Crested Dog's-tail Cynosurus cristatus R R O R
Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata R
Red Fescue Festuca rubra agg. OLA OLA RLF OLA
Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus A A A A
Soft Rush Juncus effusus RLF RLF RLF RLF
Perennial Ryegrass Lolium perenne R O F R
Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris OLF OLF OLF
Rough-stalked Brachythecium rutabulum R
Neat Feather-moss Pseudoscleropodium purum O R R O

Field numbers/Abundance codes
Scientific nameCommon name
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Table 8.1. Hedgerows and Lines of Trees survey data (H1 – H15) 

 
Table 8.2. Hedgerows and Lines of Trees survey data (H16-H31) 

 

Ref. Type UKHab Code Condition Fail criteria Length (m) Shrub, climber and tree species Comments

H1 Species-rich native hedgerow h2a5 Good C2 185
common hawthorn,  common holly,  
blackthorn,  common hazel,  dog rose,  grey 
willow,  black bryony,  bramble

none

h2a Native hedgerow h2a Good None 107
common holly,  common hazel,  common 
hawthorn,  sycamore

none

H3 Species-rich native hedgerow h2a5 Good None 148
common holly,  pedunculate oak,  common 
hawthorn,  common hazel,  blackthorn,  
rowan,  bramble.

Rowan and oak in the form of 
hedge shrubs

H4 Native hedgerow h2a Good None 52 common holly,  common holly,  bracken

Holly hedge with Hazel allowed to 
grow at back. Holly 1.5m high, 
hazel 3m high. Bracken mixed in 
with the holly.

H5 Native hedgerow h2a Good A1 65
common holly,  common hawthorn,  
bramble,  common hazel

none

H6 Native hedgerow h2a Good A1,  D2 61 common hazel,  bracken,  bramble Heavily flayed.

H7 Line of Trees w34 Moderate E1 119
common hazel,  common hawthorn,  
blackthorn,  common holly,  European ash, 
common elder

none

H8
Species-rich native hedgerow 
with trees - associated with 
bank or ditch

h2a5 Good E1 161

common hazel,  common hawthorn,  
blackthorn,  rowan,  dog rose,  bramble,  
common holly,  grey willow,  European ash,  
sycamore,  pedunculate oak

none

H9 Native hedgerow h2a Good None 124
common holly,  common hazel,  bramble,  
bracken,  dog rose

none

H10 Fence n/a n/a n/a 119 bramble 1 small patch of bramble

H11 Species-rich native hedgerow - 
associated with bank or ditch

h2a5 Good None 203

common hawthorn,  common holly,  
common hazel,  common dogwood,  
blackthorn,  sycamore,  grey willow,  
bramble,  pedunculate oak,  rowan,  climbing 
nightshade,  common honeysuckle,  bracken,  
rosebay willowherb

One 14m segment: hazel allowed 
to grow up to 4m high.
One 19m segment: hazel, and 
willow allowed to grow up to 4m 
high.

H12 Species-rich native hedgerow h2a5 Good None 34
common holly,  common hazel,  common 
hawthorn,  blackthorn,  elder,  dog rose,  grey 
willow

none

H13 Species-rich native hedgerow h2a5 Good None 258

common hazel,  blackthorn,  bramble,  
common honeysuckle,  rose sp.,  bracken,  
black bryony,  common holly,  common 
hawthorn

none

H14 Species-rich native hedgerow h2a5 Good None 128
common holly,  common hazel,  European 
ash,  bracken

Bracken only on wind farm side in 
upper field. Occasional ash

H15 Species-rich native hedgerow - 
associated with bank or ditch

h2a5 Good None 138 blackthorn,  bramble
Blackthorn (relatively recently 
planted),  occasional bramble in 
places.

Ref. Type UKHab Code Condition Fail criteria Length (m) Shrub, climber and tree species Comments

H16 Species-rich native hedgerow - 
associated with bank or ditch h2a5 Poor A1, A2,  B1, 

B2 98
blackthorn,  bramble,  common holly,  
common gorse,  common hawthorn,  
pedunculate oak, common hazel

Uncut shrubs slightly sparse. 33m 
defunct.

H17 Native hedgerow h2a Moderate B1, B2, D2 87
common hazel,  common hawthorn,  
blackthorn Sparse with breaks. 

H18 Native hedgerow h2a Moderate B1, B2, D2 64 common hazel,  common holly
Sparse with breaks. Mature 
stunted hazel with thin holly 
shrubs.

H19 Native hedgerow with trees h2a Moderate B2, D2, E1 93 common hazel, common holly, blackthorn, 
pedunculate oak Coppiced hazel

h2a0 Line of trees w34 Good None 557
European ash,  pedunculate oak,  common 
hazel, (u)  common hawthorn (u), common 
holly (u),  European crab apple (u)

none

h2a1 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch

w34 Good None 180

pedunculate oak,  silver birch,  black alder,  
European ash (u,) common holly (u),  
common hazel (u),  grey willow (u),  
blackthorn (u), rowan (u)

none

h2a2 Line of Trees w34 Moderate B, C 68 common hazel,  sycamore,  common holly (u)
Overgrown hedge with stands of 
hazel,  sycamore, and holly 
(understory)

h2a3 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch w34 Moderate B 61

pedunculate oak, common holly,  common 
ivy (u), dog rose (u),  common hazel (u) none

h2a4 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch w34 Moderate D 98 common hazel,  pedunculate oak,  silver birch Mature hazel

h2a5 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch w34 Moderate B 82 pedunculate oak,  blackthorn (u),  common 

holly (u),  common hawthorn (u)

Sparse line of mature oaks with 
occasional blackthorn , Holly, and 
hawthorn shrubs under

h2a6 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch

w34 Good None 109 pedunculate oak,  common holly,  grey 
willow,  silver birch,  common hazel

Sparse mature line of trees 
merging with holly hedge

h2a7 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch w34 Good None 244

pedunculate oak,  common holly,  European 
ash,  silver birch,  common hazel,  dog rose,  
blackthorn

Semi mature oak

h2a8 Line of trees w34 Good None 105 sycamore,  common hazel,  common holly none

h2a9 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch w34 Good None 75 pedunculate oak,  common hazel (u) none

H30 Line of trees - associated with 
bank or ditch

w34 Moderate B, C 88 common holly,  common hawthorn Defunct hedge isolated stands

H31 Native hedgerow h2a Good A1 86 blackthorn, bramble, common hazel none
Fence 1 Fence n/a n/a n/a 80 n/a none
Fence 2 Fence n/a n/a n/a 82 n/a none
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Table 9. All Bat species recorded within 2km of The Site over the past 10 years.  
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Table 10. All protected or notable bird species recorded within 2km of The Site over the past 
10 years.  

 
 

Table 11. All herptile species recorded within 2km of The Site over the past 10 years.  
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Table 12, All protected or notable invertebrate species recorded within 2km of The Site over 
the past 10 years.  

 
Table 13. Butterfly observation table 
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Table 14. All protected or notable fungi species recorded within 2km of The Site over the past 
10 years.  

 
Table 15. Fungi observation table 
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Table 16. All protected or notable plant species recorded within 2km of The Site over the past 
10 years. 

 
Table 17. All invasive non-native plant species recorded within 2km of The Site over the past 
10 years. 
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Appendices 
Appendix I (a). Area habitat map 
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Appendix I (b). Linear habitat map (hedgerows and lines of trees) 
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Appendix II. Watercourses and waterbodies within The Site boundary 
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Appendix III. Proposed Site Layout 
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Appendix IV. Landscape Masterplan
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Appendix V (a). Hedgerow species checklist H1 – H16 

 

H1 H2 H3 H4 H5 H6 H7 H8 H9 H10 H11 H12 H13 H14 H15 H16
h2a5 h2a h2a5 h2a h2a h2a w34 h2a5 h2a n/a h2a5 h2a5 h2a5 h2a5 h2a5 h2a5
185 107 148 52 65 61 119 161 124 119 203 34 258 128 138 98

Common name Scientific name
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus ✓ ✓ ✓
Black Alder Alnus glutinosa
Silver Birch Betula pendula
Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium ✓
Common Dogwood Cornus sanguinea ✓
Common Hazel Corylus avellana ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ U ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ U ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
European Ash Fraxinus excelsior T ✓ ✓
Common Ivy Hedera helix
Common Holly Ilex aquifolium ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ U ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum ✓ ✓
European Crab Apple Malus sylvestris ✓
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa ✓ ✓ U ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Dog Rose Rosa canina ✓ ✓ ✓
Rose sp. Rosa sp. ✓
Bramble Rubus fruticosus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Grey Willow Salix cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Elder Sambucus nigra U ✓
Climbing Nightshade Solanum dulcamara ✓
Rowan Sorbus aucuparia ✓ ✓ ✓
Black Bryony Tamus communis ✓ ✓
Common Gorse Ulex europaeus ✓

UKHab Code
Habitat Ref.

Length (m)
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Appendix V (b). Hedgerow species checklist H17 – H31 

H17 H18 H19 H20 H21 H22 H23 H24 H25 H26 H27 H28 H29 H30 H31 W1 W2
h2a h2a h2a w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 w34 h2a w1f w1f
87 64 93 557 180 68 61 98 82 109 244 105 75 88 86 n/a n/a

Common name Scientific name
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus T T
Black Alder Alnus glutinosa T T
Silver Birch Betula pendula T T T T T
Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium 
Common Dogwood Cornus sanguinea
Common Hazel Corylus avellana ✓ ✓ ✓ U U T U T T T T U ✓ T T
Common Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna ✓ U U T T
European Ash Fraxinus excelsior T U T T T
Common Ivy Hedera helix U
Common Holly Ilex aquifolium ✓ ✓ U U U T U T T T T T T
Common Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum
European Crab Apple Malus sylvestris U
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa ✓ ✓ U U T ✓
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum
Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur T T T T T T T T T T
Oak sp. Quercus sp. T
Dog Rose Rosa canina U U
Rose sp. Rosa sp.
Bramble Rubus fruticosus ✓ U
Grey Willow Salix cinerea U T
Willow sp. Salix sp. T
Elder Sambucus nigra
Climbing Nightshade Solanum dulcamara
Rowan Sorbus aucuparia U
Black Bryony Tamus communis
Common Gorse Ulex europaeus

Length (m)

Habitat Ref.
UKHab Code
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Appendix VI. Botany checklist for all linear habitats (hedgerows, Lines of Trees and 
watercourses) 

 
 

 

 

Common Name Scientific Name H1 H2 H3 H5 H6 H8 H11 H12 H13 H16 H20 H21 H23 S1 S2 S4.1 S6.1
Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris ✓
Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina ✓ ✓
Hard Fern Blechnum spicant ✓
Water Starwort sp. Callitriche sp. ✓
Bittercress sp. Cardamine sp. ✓
Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium ✓
Field Thistle Cirsium arvense ✓
Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Foxglove Digitalis purpurea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas ✓ ✓
Willowherb sp. Epilobium sp. ✓ ✓
Great Hairy Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum ✓ ✓ ✓
Marsh Willowherb Epilobium palustre ✓
Square-stalked Willowherb Epilobium tetragonum ✓
Field Horsetail Equisetum arvense ✓
Herb Robert Geranium robertianum ✓
Common Ivy Hedera helix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Englsih Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta ✓
Floating Pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides ✓
St. Peter's wort Hypericum perforatum ✓
Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus ✓
Yellow Pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum ✓
Field Mint Mentha arvensis ✓
Blinks Montia fontana ✓
Hemlock Water Drop Wort Oenanthe crocata ✓ ✓
Mild water pepper Persicaria hydropiper ✓
Tormentil Potentilla erecta ✓
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Common Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica ✓
Pedunculate Oak (seedling) Quercus robur ✓
Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula ✓
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens ✓
Bramble Rubus fruticosus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Rock Soapwort Saponaria ocymoides ✓
Red Campion Silene dioica ✓ ✓ ✓
Climbing Nightshade Solanum dulcamara ✓
Common Chickweed Stellaria media ✓ ✓ ✓
Marsh Stitchwort Stellaria palustris ✓
Black Bryony Tamus communis ✓ ✓
Fern sp. Unspecified fern species ✓ ✓
Common Nettle Urtica dioica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
BrooklimeB17:NB11:S45 Veronica beccabunga ✓ ✓

Herbs Hedgerows and Lines of Trees Streams
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Appendix VII (a). Breeding bird survey results table (2023 surveys only) 

 
 

Site Flyover 50m 
buffer

BTO 
Breeding 

 Code
Site Flyover 50m 

buffer

BTO 
Breeding 

 Code
Site Flyover 50m 

buffer

BTO 
Breeding 

 Code
Site Flyover 50m 

buffer

BTO 
Breeding 

 Code
Canada Goose Branta canadensis CD Introduced F non-breeding 2 F - - -
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos MA AMBER F non-breeding - 1 F - -
Common Swift Apus apus SI RED LO non-breeding - - - 1 LO
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus CU RED Y S possible - 1 S - -
Stock Dove Columba oenas SD AMBER S possible 1 S 3 H - -
Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus WP AMBER S possible 3 1 H 1 1 S 2 H -
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto CD GREEN S possible 1 1 S - - -
European Herring Gull Larus argentatus HG RED Y F non-breeding - 1 F - -
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus LB AMBER F non-breeding - 1 F 1 F -
Red Kite Milvus milvus KT GREEN Y Y H possible 1 H - - -
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo BZ GREEN H possible - 1 H 1 H 1 1 H
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major GS GREEN F non-breeding - - 1 F -
European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis G. GREEN H possible 1 S 1 H - -
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius J. GREEN P probable 2 P 1 F 1 H -
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica MG GREEN P probable 2 P - - -
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula JD GREEN H possible - 17 4 H - -
Carrion Crow Corvus corone C. GREEN H possible 3 F 1 1 H 1 H -
Northern Raven Corvus corax RN GREEN H possible 1 F 2 3 H 1 F -
Coal Tit Periparus ater CT GREEN T probable - 2 S - 2 S
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus BT GREEN S possible 3 S 4 H 2 H 4 H
Great Tit Parus major GT GREEN FF confirmed 4 1 T 5 1 T 4 FF -
Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis S. RED Y S possible - 1 S 1 S 1 1 B
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica SL GREEN LO non-breeding 1 1 LO 4 1 LO 2 LO 8 LO
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum HM RED LO non-breeding 7 LO 3 F - 5 LO
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus LT GREEN H possible 3 H 2 H - -
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus WW AMBER T probable 2 1 S 1 1 S 2 S -
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita CC GREEN A probable 1 1 S 2 S 1 A -
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla BC GREEN T probable 2 2 S 1 S 1 1 S 1 S
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin GW GREEN S possible - 1 S - -
Goldcrest Regulus regulus GC GREEN T probable 1 1 S 2 S 4 T 2 1 H
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes WR AMBER T probable 6 1 T 6 2 T 7 1 T 10 A
Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea NH GREEN H possible 1 H - - -
Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris TC GREEN S possible - 1 S 1 S 2 H
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris SG RED Y H possible - 3 F - 5 H
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ST AMBER Y T probable 4 2 T 2 1 T 2 1 3 T 3 T
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus MT RED A probable 4 S 2 2 P 3 A 5 H
Common Blackbird Turdus merula B. GREEN FF confirmed 11 P 7 1 FF 8 2 A 4 P
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata SF RED Y T probable - 1 S 1 S -
European Robin Erithacus rubecula R. GREEN FL confirmed 8 3 T 11 T 8 T 3 FL
House Sparrow Passer domesticus HS RED Y H possible - 3 H - -
Dunnock Prunella modularis D. AMBER Y T probable 3 1 T 4 1 T 3 T 1 S
White Wagtail Motacilla alba PW GREEN F non-breeding - - - 1 F
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis MP AMBER FF confirmed 4 D 1 1 S 3 1 T 5 1 FF
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs CH GREEN T probable - 3 T 3 T 1 H
Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula BF AMBER Y H possible 1 H 1 H 1 H -
European Greenfinch Chloris chloris GF RED T probable 3 H 1 S 1 H 5 S
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina LI RED Y S possible 5 6 S 1 F 1 F -
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra CR GREEN Y F non-breeding - - - 1 F
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis GO GREEN T probable 4 1 S 2 F 1 1 H 15 2 S
Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus SK GREEN H possible - 3 F 1 H 3 F

Scientific nameCommon name
S41 (NERC 

Act)Annex 1Schedule 1BoCC5
BTO Species 

Code

Survey 3 Survey 4Survey 1 Survey 2
Final BTO 

Breeding Code Breeding status



 

 10

Appendix VII (b). Winter bird survey results table (2022/2023 survey only) 

 
 

 

 

 

Appendix VIII (a). Botanical quadrat location (Ilex Ecology, 2025) 

Hedge & Trees Grassland Flyover 50m buffer Hedge & Trees Grassland Flyover 50m buffer Hedge & Trees Grassland Flyover 50m buffer

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus AMBER WP 64 8
European Herring Gull Larus argentatus RED Y HG 30
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus AMBER SH 1
Red Kite Milvus milvus GREEN Y Y KT 1
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo GREEN BZ 1 2
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major GREEN GS 1 1
European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis GREEN G. 1 1
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius GREEN J. 4
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula GREEN JD 6
Carrion Crow Corvus corone GREEN C. 1 1
Northern Raven Corvus corax GREEN RN 2 1 1 1
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus GREEN BT 1 2
Great Tit Parus major GREEN GT 3
Goldcrest Regulus regulus GREEN GC 2
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes AMBER WR 4 1 2 2
Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea GREEN NH 1
Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris GREEN TC 1
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris RED Y SG 5 4
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos AMBER Y ST 1 1 (Field 4) 1
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus RED MT 3 2 3 (Field 2) 2 1 (Field 8)
Redwing Turdus iliacus AMBER Y RE 15 8 3 (Field 2) 25
Common Blackbird Turdus merula GREEN B. 7 1 5 5
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris RED Y FF 10
European Robin Erithacus rubecula GREEN R. 10 3 1 (Field 2) 2
European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola GREEN SC 2
Dunnock Prunella modularis AMBER Y D. 1 1
White Wagtail Motacilla alba GREEN PW 2
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis AMBER MP 13 1 (Field 1) 11 1 10
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs GREEN CH 2 2 1
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina RED Y LI 1
Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret RED Y LR 1
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis GREEN GO 1 2
Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus GREEN SK 1 2 1 4 1

BTO Species 
Code

Survey 3Survey 2Survey 1Common name Scientific name BoCC5 Schedule 1 Annex 1
S41 (NERC 

Act)
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Appendix VIII (b). Bat survey transect route and logger locations. 
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Appendix IX (a). Ponds and waterways within 250m of The Site boundary 
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Appendix IX (b). European protected sites within 10km of The Site boundary 
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Appendix IX (c). 
Statutory protected sites within 2km of The Site boundary 
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Appendix IX (d). National Forest Inventory within 2km of The Site boundary 
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Appendix X (a). LERC Wales data: notable terrestrial mammal records with 2km of The Site boundary 
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Appendix X (b). LERC Wales data: notable bird records with 2km of The Site boundary 
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Appendix X (c). LERC Wales data: notable amphibian records with 2km of The Site boundary 
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Appendix X (d). LERC Wales data: notable invertebrates with 2km of The Site boundary  
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Appendix X (e). LERC Wales data: notable fish with 2km of The Site boundary  
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Appendix X (f). LERC Wales data: notable fungi with 2km of The Site boundary  
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Appendix X (g). LERC Wales data: notable bryophytes with 2km of The Site boundary  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix X (h). LERC Wales data: notable plants with 2km of The Site boundary  
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Appendix XI (a). Fungi photos 

 

Photo 1. Smokey Spindles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2. Scarlet Waxcap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1. Petticoat Mottlegill 

Photo 3. Parasol 

Photo 5. Butter Waxcap 
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Photo 4. Butter Waxcap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 6. Heath Waxcap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 8. Meadow Waxcap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix XI (b). Field photos 

 

Photo 1. Field 1 – Facing north. 

Photo 7. Clouded Agaric 

Photo 9. Bolete sp. 



 

 37

 
 

Photo 2. Field 1 – Facing south. 

 
 

 

 

Photo 3. Field 2 – Facing north. 
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Photo 4. Field 2 – Facing east. 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo 5. Field 3 – Facing north. 
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Photo 6. Field 3 – Facing east. 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo 7. Field 4 – Facing north. 
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Photo 8. Field 4 – Facing east. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo 9. Field 5 – Facing north. 
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Photo 10. Field 5 – Facing south-west. 

 
 

Photo 11. Field 6 – Facing west. 
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Photo 12. Field 6 – Facing north. 
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Photo 13. Field 7 – Facing southeast. 

 
 

Photo 14. Field 7 – Facing north. 

 
 

 

Photo 15. Field 8 – Facing north. 
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Photo 16. Field 8 – Facing west. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo 17. Field 9 – Facing southeast. 
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Photo 18. Field 9 – Facing south. 
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Photo 19. Field 10 – Facing west. 

 

 
 

Photo 20. Field 10 – Facing north. 
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Photo 21. Field 11 – Facing north. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix X (c). Rush parcel photos 
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Photo 1. R1 (Field 9)  

 

Photo 3. R3 (Field 8)  

 

Photo 5. R5 (Field 9)  

 

 

Photo 2. R2 (Field 8) 

Photo 4. R4 (Field 9) 

Photo 6. R6 (Field 7) 
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Photo 7. R7 (Field 3) 

 

Photo 9. R9 (Field 1)  

 

Photo 11. R11 (Field 1)  

 

Photo 8. R8 (Field 1) 

Photo 10. R10 (Field 1) 

Photo 12. R12 (Field 1) 
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Photo 13. R13 (Field 2) 

 

Photo 15. R15 (Field 2)  

 

Photo 17. R18 (Field 1) 

 

 

 

Photo 14. R14 (Field 2) 

Photo 16. R16 (Field 7) 

Photo 18. R18 (Field 1) 
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Appendx XII. Protected species and habitats legislation (Europe and UK) 

This report has been developed in alignment with planning guidance and with special 
consideration for legally protected species and habitats.  

A number of plants and animals receive legal protection under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). For these species with legal protection, any type of development that 
would injure, kill, ill-treat, intentionally damage or destroy any protected species or place of 
shelter would be considered a criminal act. The Act was further strengthened in 2000 by the 
introduction of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.  

Species of European Importance receive additional protection under the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (The ‘Habitats Regulations’) as amended by the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species (amendment) Regulations 2012. Other species receive 
protection through species-specific legislation (e.g., the Protection of Badgers Act, 1992).  

Any development which may have an impact upon the integrity of a statutory designated site 
for nature conservation purposes is also subject to the provisions of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as 
amended). Under the latter, an Appropriate Assessment may be required in order for a 
Competent Authority to determine the significance of this impact, both from the proposed 
scheme and in combination with any other schemes.  

Councils also have a statutory obligation under the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006 to take into account biodiversity conservation as a material 
consideration in the determination of all types of planning applications. Local planning 
authorities therefore require relevant information from wildlife surveys in order to assess the 
effects on biodiversity of a proposed development.  

In 2007, the UK list of conservation priority species and habitats was fully revised taking into 
account emerging priorities, conservation successes, and information gathered in the past 
decade. The list now contains 1150 species and 65 habitats that have been listed as priorities 
for conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP). The framework for 
conserving biodiversity is currently laid out in ‘Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s 
Wildlife and Ecosystem Services’.  

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) have been produced for every county in the UK. 
These LBAPs highlight local biodiversity issues, with specific action plans being implemented 
for priority habitats and species where they occur.  

It is essential that any ecological assessment of a proposed development site addresses the 
possibility of protected species being present within or around The Site, along with any 
potential impacts of the proposed scheme on statutory designated sites. Such an assessment 
would enable a developer to demonstrate due diligence in its responsibilities to protect legally 
protected species and habitats.  

It would, however, be unreasonable for an ecological assessment to survey for every protected 
species. Any such assessment should therefore be based upon the results of a habitat survey 
and the associated possibility or likelihood of protected species being present.  

Legal implications for species considered pertinent to the proposed development are 
discussed below.  

Bats  
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2.3.13 All species of British Bat are listed under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended), and are therefore afforded special protection. It is an offence to:  

Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild Bat;  

Intentionally damage, destroy or obstruct access to any place that a wild Bat uses for shelter 
or protection; and  

Intentionally or recklessly disturb any wild Bat while it is occupying a structure or place that it 
uses for shelter or protection.  

Bats are further protected under the Habitats Regulations which make it an offence to:  

Capture or kill a Bat;  

Significantly disturb a Bat (in any location); and  

Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of any Bat.  

Badger  

The Badger Meles meles is widespread and Common in many parts of the UK and as such is 
not considered a conservation priority in the UK, but animals are fully protected under animal 
cruelty legislation (the Protection of Badgers Act 1992), under which it is illegal to wilfully kill, 
injure or take a Badger. Their setts are also protected against obstruction, destruction or 
damage and the animals inside cannot be disturbed without a licence from Natural England.  

Dormouse 

Dormice are protected under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as 
amended) (which replaces the 1994 Regulations). The Regulations make it an offence, with 
very few exceptions, to: 

Deliberately capture, injure or kill a Dormouse; 

Deliberately disturb a Dormouse in such a way as to be likely: 

i. to impair its ability to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture its young; or 

ii. to impair its ability to hibernate or migrate; or 

iii. to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which 

they belong. 

Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a Dormouse; and 

Keep, transport, sell or exchange, or offer for sale or exchange, any live or dead Dormouse, 
or any part of, or anything derived from such an animal or plant. 

In addition to the protection given to dormice under The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended) already described, the Dormouse is also partially protected 
in Wales under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, which adds the following offences (with 
certain exceptions): 

Disturbance while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection; or 

Obstructing access to any structure or place used for shelter or protection. 

The Dormouse is also incidentally protected by The Hedgerow Regulations (1997), the aim of 
which is to prevent the removal of ‘important’ hedgerows which includes those which support 



 

 53

Schedule 5 species of the WCA 1981. If dormice are known to be using the hedgerows or to 
have done so within the last 5 years, then they are afforded some protection. 

If proposed work could cause killing, injury or disturbance to either of dormice or damage to 
their habitats, appropriate mitigation which seeks to avoid these impacts should be devised 
and implemented under licence. Licences for ‘scientific or educational’, ‘ringing or marking’ 
and ‘conservation’ may be issued by Natural Resources Wales, licences for the reason of 
‘preserving public health or public safety’ by the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG). 

Birds  

All wild birds, their nests and eggs are, with few exceptions, protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Over eighty species or groups of species are listed under 
Schedule 1 of the Act, which confers special protection with increased penalties for offences 
committed. Additional protection is provided to species listed under Directive 2009/147/EC on 
the conservation of wild bird (the ’Birds Directive’) codified version. Following recent revisions, 
fifty-nine species are now listed on the UKBAP.  

Amphibians and Reptiles  

All native amphibian and reptile species within the UK receive some legal protection through 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Certain species are also protected under 
the Habitats Regulations; these species are often referred to as European Protected Species 
(EPS) and receive further stringent protection. There are effectively three levels of protection 
for native amphibians and reptiles in the UK:  

Full Protection – The great crested Newt Triturus cristatus, natterjack toad Epidalea calamita, 
sand Lizard Lacerta agilis and smooth Snake Coronella austriaca are ‘fully protected’, all 
elements of Section 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act apply, as does Regulation 39 of the 
Habitats Regulations 2010. The Act and Regulations include provisions making it an offence 
to:  

Deliberately or intentionally kill, injure or take;  

Intentionally or recklessly damage or destroy and breeding site or place used for shelter or 
protection;  

Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a place used for shelter or protection;  

Deliberately or recklessly disturb an animal while occupying a structure or place which it uses 
for that purpose;  

Deliberately take or destroy eggs; and  

Keep, transport, sell or exchange. It is an offence to possess or control any live or dead 
specimen or anything derived from such an animal.  

Protection against killing, injuring and sale – This applies to Common Lizard Zootoca 
vivipara, slow worm Anguis fragilis, grass Snake Natrix natrix and Adder Viper berus. These 
species are afforded protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
Part of sub-section 9(1) and all of sub-section 9(5) apply; these prohibit the intentional killing 
and injuring as well as trade. There is no protection afforded to the resting places of these 
species.  

Protection against sale only – This applies to smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris, Palmate 
Newt Lissotriton helveticus, Common frog Rana temporaria and Common toad Bufo bufo. 
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These species are only afforded protection under Section 9(5) of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended), prohibiting the sale, barter, exchange, transporting for sale or 
advertising to sell or buy.  

The provisions of both the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Habitat Regulations 
apply to all life stages of the protected species; eggs, juveniles and adults.  
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Appendx XIII. Stepwise table 

 

1. Avoid 2. Minimise 3. Mitigate/Restore Compensate on Site 5. Management Plan Scope 6. Net Benefit for Biodiversity 
Delivered

Rhos TonyrefaIl SSSI Borders 0.66km of the eastern site 
boundary.

Potential for accidental pollution 
from hydrocarbons during 
construction will be mitigated 
through strict adherence to fuel 
management requirements in the 
CEMP.

The inherent mitigation of a 5m 
buffer between site and hedgerows, 
and 15m to woodland habitat will 
help to minimise disturbance to 
species within the SSSI.

No habitat within the 
protected site will be 
impacted by the construction or 
operation of the solar farm. 

n/a n/a n/a

Llantrisant Common and 
Pastures SSSI

Located 0.71km from The Site 
boundary.

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Rhiwfelin Fawr SINC Located 0.09km from The Site 
boundary.

Potential for accidental pollution 
from hydrocarbons during 
construction will be mitigated 
through strict adherence to fuel 
management requirements in the 
CEMP.

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Y Gweria Pasture Wildlife Trust 
Reserve

Located 1.59km from The Site 
boundary.

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Acid grassland

2.08ha of acid grassland lie within 
The Site boundary, though have 
been excluded from any 
development and construction 
activities.

n/a n/a n/a

All areas of existing acid grassland 
are to be managed under a 
conservation grazing regime using 
sheep, with the aim to manage 
existing Acid Grassland. To protect 
ground nesting birds from livestock 
disturbance, grazing in these areas 
will be paused from April to August 
inclusive. To maintain an average 
annual grazing pressure of 0.5 LU 
per hectare, a higher stocking rate 
will be used during the permitted 
grazing period.

Once every three years, cutting will 
be required in September to limit 
the spread of rushes.

The sheep grazing regime proposed 
for areas of connected grassland 
outside the security fence, including 
the acid grassland, is expected to 
improve the condition of this habitat 
over time.

Transitional grassland & poor 
semi-improved grassland

0.52ha of transitional grassland to 
be overshadowed by solar panels & 
0.1ha to be replaced with 
maintenance tracks and equipment 
hardstanding.

3.5ha of poor semi-improved 
grassland to be overshadowed by 
solar panels & 0.45ha to be replaced 
with maintenance tracks and 
equipment hardstanding.

All areas of existing grassland that 
fall within the ecological buffer 
zones (5m for hedgerows & 
watercourses, 15m for woodland) 
will be protected during constructon 
and operations.

Grassland between and outside the 
panel rows will not be developed, 
and may only experiance temporary 
disturbance during construction.   

Low-pressure tracked vehicles are to 
be used to minimise rutting and soil 
disturbance. Operations are to cease 
during extended periods of heavy 
rainfall.

A system of traffic control is to be 
implemented to reduce vehicle 
movements and avoid unnecessary  
impact to grassland/fungi.

n/a

Aside from small isolated areas that 
will be managed with mechanical 
cutting, the majoriy of existing 
transitional grassland is to be 
managed under a conservation 
grazing regime using sheep, with the 
aim to restore historic Acid 
Grassland. The average annual 
grazing density is to be maintained 
at 0.5 Livestock Units (LSU) per 
hectare. 

Once every three years, cutting 
throughout all grazed grassland will 
be required in September to limit 
the spread of rushes

The management of grassland 
within the solar farm through 
extensive grazing is likely to 
maintain and may improve the 
quality of the transitional and semi-
improved Grassland over time. The 
stocking density of sheep is 
designed to maintain the sward to a 
height that promotes Acid 
Grassland, and this may gradually 
contributing to restoring this historic 
habitat.  

DECCA assessment of impacts on habitats and species (black text compliant / red text non-compliant)

Receptor
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1. Avoid 2. Minimise 3. Mitigate/Restore Compensate on Site 5. Management Plan Scope 6. Net Benefit for Biodiversity 
Delivered

Native Hedgerows
Removal of small sections of 
hedgerow may be required to widen 
existing field entrances. 

Security fencing is to be installed at 
a minimum of 5m from any 
hedgerows, leaving an undisturbed 
grassland buffer. In very localised 
areas the fence will be required to 
cross hedgerows and enter into the 
5m zones.

In cases where the security fence 
needs to pass through hedge 
sections access points need 
widening, a method statement will 
be prepared to detail appropriate 
mitigations. 

Any removal of small sections of 
hedgerow will be fully compensated 
by the planting of 0.2km of new 
Hazel hedgerows and infilling all 
existing hedgerow gaps with Hazel 
whips. 

New hazel hedgerows (once 
established), and the existing 
hedgerows throughout The Site are 
to be allowed to grow to a height of 
3-4m and a width of 3-4m, cut every 
2-3 years on rotation in winter to 
promote blossoming and fruiting.

If any hedgerow removal is required, 
it would be very minimum 
compared with the 0.2km of new 
native hedgerows proposed. 
Therefore the project is expected to 
deliver a measurable net gain for 
hedgerows. 

Woodland

Setbacks of 15m will be established 
from all woodland edges throughout 
The Site and protected with fencing 
during construction.

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Badger

No evidence of Badger was found 
during biodiversity surveys. Inherent 
buffer zones are to be established 
around all suitable badger sett 
habitats. 

A pre-construction Badger survey 
will be undertaken a maximum of 1 
month prior to construction 
commencing. If active setts or 
burrows are found within The Site or 
within 30m of The Site boundary, 
protective buffers will be instated; 
and no construction activities or 
habitat removal will take place 
within these buffers. The precise 
width of the buffers would be 
assessed on the basis of the 
specifics of the sett/burrows and 
their location within The Site, with 
acceptance by the LPA.   

n/a n/a n/a No specific benefits for Badgers

Otter

No evidence of Otter has been found 
thusfar during biodiversity surveys.
The proposed 5m buffer from 
ditches and field drains should 
minimise direct impacts to Otter 
habitat during construction

Existing watercourse crossing points 
will be used by construction traffic 
and where possible to minimise 
impacts to ditches and associated 
species.

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Hazel Dormouse

Removal of small sections of 
hedgerows may be required to 
widen existing field entrances. All 
intact hedgerows are considered 
potentially suitable for supporting 
Dormice. 

Inherent mitigations include no 
plans for hedgerows or trees to be 
removed as part of this 
development. If any hedgerows are 
to be removed, they should be 
surveyed for the presence of 
dormice, and appropriate action 
taken to protect this species should 
it be present. Further, a 5m buffer 
from all hedgerows and a 15m 
buffer from woodland will help to 
minimise impacts from noise and 
vibration. 

Specific controls concerning the 
removal of hedgerows to avoid 
impact Dormouse are to be 
implemented.

n/a

Managing the hedgerows more 
extensively through the life of the 
project for improved structure and 
fruiting should benefit this species 
where present. 

The planting of 0.2km of new Hazel 
hedgerows and infilling of existing 
hedgerows gaps with Hazel whips is 
expected to increase the available 
habitat for this species, thus 
delivering a net gain for biodiversity. 

Hedgehog

No evidence of  hedgehog were 
recorded during ecological surveys. 
If present on site, Hedgehogs are 
most likely to utilise the field 
margins and bases of hedgerows 
within The Site. 

The setting back of construction 5m 
from hedgerows and implementing 
a watching brief during construction 
to ensure all excavations are 
covered and construction materials 
are safely stored, should minimise 
impacts to Hedgehogs during 
construction. 

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Foraging and commuting bats

Inherent mitigations include the 
buffers of 5m to the hedgerows and 
15m to woodland which will avoid 
impacts to Bat foraging along these 
linear features at The Site’s 
boundaries.

Artificial lighting will be restricted to 
the laydown areas and will be 
directional, so the impacts should be 
temporary and limited to a small 
area of The Site.

n/a n/a

Managing the hedgerows more 
extensively through the life of the 
project for improved structure and 
fruiting should benefit bats.

The proposed grassland 
enhancements through 
conservation grazing, in addition to 
the  planting of 0.2km of new  
hedgerows and infilling of existing 
hedgerows gaps is expected to 
marginally increase the available 
foraging habitat bats, thus 
delivering a net gain for biodiversity. 

Receptor

DECCA assessment of impacts on habitats and species (black text compliant / red text non-compliant)
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1. Avoid 2. Minimise 3. Mitigate/Restore Compensate on Site 5. Management Plan Scope 6. Net Benefit for Biodiversity 
Delivered

Tree or hedgerow nesting birds

Panel deployment areas are outside 
of key (hedgerow and tree) nesting  
bird  habitat although some minor 
losses of hedgerow sections may be 
required.

The inherent mitigation of a 5m 
buffer between site and hedgerows, 
and 15m to woodland habitat will 
help to minimise disturbance, but 
some birds may be disturbed locally. 

If any hedgerow sections are 
removed, surveys are to take place 
for hedgerow nesting birds and 
works are to be supervised to avoid 
the unlawful disturbance of birds 
during the nesting season.

n/a n/a

All new and existing hedgerows 
throughout The Site are to be 
allowed to grow to a height of 3-4m 
and a width of 3-4m, cut every 2-3 
years on rotation in winter to 
promote blossoming and fruiting. 
These management plan will 
maintain and improve the quality of 
existing hedgerows for nesting 
birds, and avoid disturbance during 
the breeding season. 

The planting of 0.2km of new Hazel 
hedgerows and infilling of existing 
hedgerows gaps with Hazel whips is 
expected to increase the available 
habitat fo hedgerow nesting birds, 
thus delivering a net gain for 
biodiversity. 

Wintering birds (wildfowl and waders)
No target wintering birds (i.e., 
waders and wildfowl) were observed 
within the deployment area.

The inherent mitigation of a 5m 
buffer between site and hedgerows, 
and 15m to woodland habitat will 
help to minimise disturbance, but 
some birds may be disturbed locally. 

n/a n/a n/a No specific benefits for target 
wintering birds.

Reptiles

No reptiles were found within The 
Site during ecological surveys. 
Reptiles unlikely to  be present in 
core deployment zones due to 
existing grassland management.

Controls to protect reptiles from 
death, disturbance, injury or 
entrapment during construction are 
to be implemented. 

n/a n/a
Conservation grazing regime is 
expected to improve the grassland 
habitats for reptiles.

Enhancing existing grassland 
throughout The Site, planting new 
hedgerows, and installing log piles 
are exptected to improve The Site 
for reptiles, delivering a net benefit 
for biodiversity. 

Amphibians

No amphibians were found within 
The Site during ecological surveys. 
Reptiles unlikely to  be present in 
core deployment zones due to 
existing grassland management.

Controls to protect amphibians from 
death, disturbance, injury or 
entrapment during construction are 
to be implemented. 

n/a n/a n/a

Enhancing existing grassland 
throughout The Site, planting new 
hedgerows, and installing log piles 
are exptected to improve The Site 
for amphibians, delivering a net 
benefit for biodiversity. 

Notable Fungi

Butter Waxcap, Heath Waxcap and 
Meadow Waxcap were all identified 
within the deployment area 
(restricted to Field 1).  

Solar deployment spacing allows 
retained grassland areas to remain 
suitable for a range of grassland 
fungi.

Low-pressure tracked vehicles are to 
be used to minimise rutting and soil 
disturbance. Operations are to cease 
during extended periods of heavy 
rainfall.
A system of traffic control is to be 
implemented to reduce vehicle 
movements and avoid unnecessary  
impact to grassland/fungi.

n/a n/a

Aside from small isolated areas that 
will be managed with mechanical 
cutting, the majoriy of existing 
transitional grassland is to be 
managed under a conservation 
grazing regime using sheep, with the 
aim to restore historic Acid 
Grassland. The average annual 
grazing density is to be maintained 
at 0.5 Livestock Units (LSU) per 
hectare. 

Once every three years, cutting 
throughout all grazed grassland will 
be required in September to limit 
the spread of rushes

The proposed grassland 
enhancement management plan will 
ensure that overall, the extent of 
high quality grassland suitable for a 
range of fungi increases overall

Receptor

DECCA assessment of impacts on habitats and species (black text compliant / red text non-compliant)


